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Aren't  most of us ready for spring ?  Our  theme for 

sharing at the April 1 meeting is Signs of Spring.  It is 
a late spring and that only increases our anticipation.  
The waves of northbound geese have passed and a 
few early birds are here.  There are mergansers on the 
rivers and ice free ponds.  The Skunk Cabbage and  a 
few other early plants are flowering.  Mundy 
Wildflower Garden is a good place to begin.  When 
spring is delayed, there is often an explosion of 
flowering that is compressed into a shorter time span.  
Be ready! 
 
Thinking ahead to our May meeting , we will again 
invite Tony Sweet to offer  a creativity program with a 
follow-up  in June for  sharing our creative results.  It is 
sure to be a positive learning experience.  

 
On page 2 please find the highlights of our March sharing on the theme of Winter Light.   On page 10 is a 
short list of first dates  for wildflowers and migrant birds.  Both are dependent on weather.  
 
 

Next Meeting: 

Thursday, April 1  at 7:30 PM 

CNP meetings will be 

using Zoom. See email for details. 
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Anne Thompson  joined us from 

her little island in British 

Columbia.  She offered a classic 

winter scene that speaks to both 

winter and summer.  The boats 

are all turned upside down for 

the winter as the snow lays on 

the ground.   The strong 

foreground starts the viewer in 

the setting, and the blue light 

creates a cold, damp mood.  The 

overhead tree branches join with 

the boats to frame the rocky 

pond.   Beautiful. 

 

Ken Hill brought an Adirondack landscape that speaks of the winter peaks.  (Tempts me to  put the issue 

in landscape mode.  Editor)  There is a wonderful sense of depth created by the snow covered evergreens 

below plus the looming clouds above.  The snow capped peaks are like a bulls-eye.   

 

This would make a beautiful  high gloss print on metal.  
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Gilbert Hammer found  winter light on Cayuga Lake.  The foreground takes you towards the stately tree 

along the shore, and the dramatic sky then grabs your attention as you seek the brightest  tones as you 

continue cycling through the frame.  Nice! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Tennant pictures the Yarb Woman in the cold winter light on Cornell campus.  Her form gazes into 

the snowy  scene seemingly contemplating the coming spring.  Excellent use of depth of field! 
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Kathleen Rasmussen used 

the blue shadows from a 

line of trees outside the 

image to put form to the 

snow.    It seems a small 

detail, but the first shadow 

at the bottom  is horizontal 

and that seems to be key to 

defining the shape of the 

snow.   The snow cover 

simplifies the landscape 

with a resulting lower 

amount of busy-ness in the 

image. 

 

 

 

Paul Schmitt composed a winter landscape  

with three layers  of content.  The form of  

the rugged old maple tree dominates the 

fore scene.  In the middle ground, the flag 

speaks to the strong winter wind and 

behind it the swirling clouds complete the 

message of an inhospitable winter day. 
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Bob Horn shared 
a landscape 
image that is a 
wide angle 
macro.  (36mm 
lens)  This style of 
close up puts the 
subject in 
connection with 
its surround.  
Here the subject 
is the icy braids 
of layered  sedi- 
mentary rock 
exposed in a 
Finger Lake 
hillside.  The 
deep blue speaks 
of the cold too. 

 
  
Jim Lassoie used a star burst to accentuate a winter landscape.  Icy tracks lead into the frame from the 
lower right corner towards a silhouetted tree line.  The intense sun reveals the icy textures racing to the 
viewer. 
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Connie Stirling-Engman  found 
some amazing hoarfrost in blue 
winter light.  The square framing 
creates a perfect format with 
nice bokeh keeping our attention 
on the subject.   The ice crystals 
are formed by direct 
condensation from vapor to ice, 
skipping the liquid phase.  It 
benefits from calm air in cold air.  
The result is magical.  Good 
catch, Connie. 
  
 
 
Nancy Ridenour shared a portrait 
of cut flowers using  soft natural 
light.  There is an image on the 
counter, possibly of water lotus 
blooms. This creates a second 
theme, maybe summer 
remembered.   
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Devan Accardo found 
a peaceful dog resting 
in the natural light.  It 
is a study in compo- 
sition.   Forget rule of 
thirds and look at the 
forms.  Both the ear 
and the tail direct you 
to the eye in a sort of 
counter-clockwise 
motion. The 
background is dark 
and supports holding 
attention where it is 
wanted. 
 
 
 
 

Eugene Kolomatsky saw an interesting winter sky.  Often a featureless sky dilutes a nice landscape.   
Here, some ground is retained, and this sky gets proper attention.  It's a good lesson in composition. 
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Lisa Stankus shared this view of a forest in warm  winter light.  It has two layers, foreground of tall tree 
forms plus a hillside of trees that echo the fore.  What is fortunate, or planned, is the gap in the front 
line of trees that avoids a confusing tangle of the two layers.  This bears remembering.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick McNally offered this wintery scene from a snowy day.  The faint red on the right pair of trees 
puts just  a little color to grab the viewers attention and begin engaging with the landscape.  Both Lisa 
and Patrick used some red to make for a lively winter scene.  It's a good compositional lesson. 
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Brian Chabot concluded our meeting showing a farm in 
the snowy landscape.  There are areas of direct sunlight 
and shadow.   Looking at the image's histogram at right, 
one sees that absolutely every pixel has data; there are no 
over or under exposed places.  Putting the eye dropper 
tool on the brightest snow (on the red shed roof), it reads 
97%.  That means even the brightest areas have texture.   
Perfect! 

 
 
Thanks to all members who braved the cold and the often poor light to share their view of winter light. 
There are some good learning points in this sampling.  Here are a number of them: 
 

 Basing the photo on a message 

 Cropping to remove null content 

 Recognizing good light 

 Using shadows to define form 

 Seeing unique conditions like hoar frost 

 Nailing optimal exposure 
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Early Spring Dates- Wildflowers and Migrant Bird Arrivals 
 
Here are some dates for wildflowers from Mundy Wildflower Records for 2002.  Note that this is 
presently a late spring.  But, the general order is correct. 
 
Skunk Cabbage     3/13 
English Violet, Glory of the Snow  4/02 
Spring Beauty, Speedwell   4/07 
Round-lobed Hepatica    4/09 
Trout Lily, Blue Cohosh    4/11 
Blood Root, Wild Ginger , Toothwort, et al 4/14 
     
From 4/14, the bloom cycle goes wild.  The best approach then is to keep track of the bloom board at 
the gated entrance to Mundy.  This location usually precedes the timing elsewhere. 
 
For  migrating birds, Cornell's eBird has charts for all species covering data from decades.  High lights 
are:    
Mid March: Wood Duck, Gadwall, Widgeons, Bufflehead, Golden-eye, Ruddy Duck, Killdeer,  Great Blue 
Heron (late), Redwing Blackbirds 
 
Early April: Osprey, Waterthrush, Warblers (Palm, Pine, Yellowrump)   
 

 

Please Note 
  

Membership is $20 for new and 
existing members. For existing 
members, it is due in September. 
You may mail it to Nancy 
Ridenour at 346 Warren Road, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Membership is $20 for new and 
existing members. For existing 
members, it is due in September. 
You may pay at our next meeting 
For.  For, For or, if preferred, you 
can mail it to Nancy Ridenour at 
346 Warren Road, Ithaca, NY 
14850. Thank you. 
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