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The October CNP meeting will be to share up to three images that illustrate how good lighting can 

enhance an image.  The well-attended September meeting brought us many good ideas on how to 

recognize and use good light to elevate the viewer's response.   You will find on page two a summary of 

the webinar.   Those in attendance were enthusiastic about Greg Miller's webinar presentation.  This 

newsletter is going out early so that all members can have the essential material from the meeting.    

And, your assignment is to apply this.  A key insight to consider is this opening statement from Greg: 

A mediocre subject in great light makes a better photo than a 

great subject in mediocre light. 

We are in a time of year where the dawn and sunset times are more accessible with fall colors beginning 

to add interest.  One good approach is to use times when the light is poor, such as in the middle of the 

day, to locate those places to go when the light is better. 

We will continue our  new practice of bringing our three images on a flash drive for loading on the 

leader's computer before the meeting begins.  This proved to speed up the meeting. 

Also please note that annual dues for 2019-2020 are now due. 

 

Thursday, October 3rd at 7:30 PM 

Cornell Plant Science Building, 

Whetzel Seminar Room (Rm.404) 
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A mediocre subject in great light makes a better photo than a great 

subject in mediocre light. 

 It's not about taking photos of pretty things. 

 It  is about making photos of objects in great light. 

 Light is the key element for causing the viewer to feel something. 

Why do our photos sometimes not look like what we recall seeing?   

 In the moment, we have five senses but the camera doesn't.  It has only two dimensional vision.  

The feel of weathered boards is absent. No wind on the face, no scent of flowers,  no sound of 

waves on the shore.   Not the cold or the heat.   

 Distance is not recorded without binocular vision. 

 

Can we use the qualities of light to supplement these limitations?  

 

The three qualities of light are:   

Direction 

o Front,  offers no depth cues.  Shadows are missing to define texture. 

o Side,  shows shadows revealing depth.  More complex to set exposure. 

o Back,  most difficult but highly dynamic 

 

So, sun direction needs to be considered relative to when to photograph a given 

location.  As an example, side lighting on a series of mountains will offer abundant clues 

about shape and distance of the terrain. 

 

Temperature  

o The blue hour is the very early and very late time when the overhead sky illuminates 

the land.  It projects a coolness, perhaps a calm. 

o The golden hour is when the sun is initially coming through a lot of atmosphere due 

to its low angle.  There is plenty of filtering that results in warm light predominating.  

It yields beautiful coloration. 

Understanding Light to Make Better 

Photographs-  Webinar by Greg Miller 
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o Midday is when the sun is high, resulting in a neutral color and high intensity.  It 

lacks an emotional contribution. 

Intensity 

o Soft light is diffuse revealing soft textures and is valuable in conveying feeling.  It is a favorite 

for portraits.  Consider that flowers, for example, are usually a form of portraiture. 

o Hard, midday light creates a rough impression.  Uncomplimentary depictions of people have 

often used this light.   A dangerous animal might be suggested by using this light. 

Look at the Shadows - The edges of shadows reveal a lot about the light's character.  Sharp, crisp edges 

reveal hard light.  Fuzzy edges suggest middle intensity,  while a lack of shadow reveals very soft light.   

The Beauty of the Golden Hour is that all three -- direction, temperature & intensity-- are at their best.   

There is no such thing as bad light,  only bad subjects for the type of light you have. 

 

Match light to the type of mood you want to show. 

 

So, when you are about to make a photo, ask if the light could be better.  

 

 If no for all three - color, direction and intensity - go!! 

 If yes, come back at a better time,  or wait while conditions shift by the minute. 

 .... ask when would be better.  Would the setting moon be better located two days later? 

If you are photographing close to home, you have the luxury of coming back when the forecast 

suggests better light, or a better angle of the sun on your subject.  Visitors have to take what is 

offered  while they are in a location.  As a local, you don't. 

A Key on the time to shoot  is noticing if the sun's direction and elevation create depth clues  and 

textures by the way side lighting interacts with the subject.  Greg had great examples of this. 

Another Key is whether the light separates your subject from the background.  Here's how this works. 

You see a huge oak tree in a hayfield.  Beyond the field is a grove of trees that blend with the tree's 

form.  It can be confusing. If the there is a time when the oak is in the rising sun's light while the grove of 

trees is in shadow, the subject is separated for excellent clarity.   Or, are there breaks in the clouds that 

just might shine on the oak to highlight it?  Calls for patience then. 

About the Weather 

Track the weather forecast to find the ideal time windows.  A clear sky sunrise suggests a brief golden 

hour,  while mixed clouds or stormy conditions offer the hope for a dynamic sky and lighting. Do the 

same for the seasonal shifts in sun and moon positions.  Does the sun rise on your landscape at a 
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preferred location?  It would be repeated twice each year.  When?  How to know that?  There are three 

good resources for that: 

1. Photographer's Ephemeris   Free for desktop use.  https://app.photoephemeris.com  Also 

available to purchase for iPhone and Android.  (Mike Goldstein has this one.) 

2. PhotoPills (Paul Schmitt uses this one.) 

3. SunSurveyor 

 (Note:  Perhaps a future meeting can demonstrate these.  Interested?) 

There is another way to approximately determine when the sun will be at the desired location.  Here's 

how it works.  At our latitude, the sun's rise and set location shifts across 60° on the compass; twice 

each twelve months.   That calculates to 60°/6 months, or 10° per month. If your compass shows that 

the current sunrise location is 15° different from the desired azimuth (and the seasonal shift is towards 

what you want), then come back 1-1/2 months later.  That's 6 weeks.  Next, you keep watching the 

weather as the target dates approach to determine when to return to the location.  It's planning and 

patience plus weather tracking. 

Here's a summary of what to expect for the conditions you see. 

> Blue Sky- Boring, High Contrast. 

> Early, Late- Blue Light, then Warm Light. 

> Storms-  Low odds, but chances for great light and drama. 

> Fog- Simplified compositions with distractions reduced. Isolation of the subject. 

> Rain- Good for Close-Up and Macro. 

> Snow- Simplifies messy ground litter. 

> Thick Clouds- Intimate subjects. Moving water. Leave bland sky out of image. 

> Night-  Follow the sky forecast.  Stars are best with no moon. 

Other-  Greg always keeps polarizer on each of his lenses.  Even on cloudy days, there is reflection off 

foliage that is to be avoided.   

Preparation & Planning 

1. Know when and where to go to maximize your chances. 

2. Control what you can.  That includes when and where. 

3. Pre-visualize and plan. 

4. Study the weather, and sun/moon location. 

5. Adapt to what you get.  Unexpected clouds, do macro. 

6. Study the topography. 

7. Return to nearby locations to increase your odds. 

That summarizes the webinar.   It will be exciting to see what our sharing reveals.  

https://app.photoephemeris.com/
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Several years ago,  I realized that insuring my photo gear on a homeowners policy was unwise.   I have a 

good amount invested.  The fine print does not cover me if I'm professional, and their definition 

included anyone who sold a single image.  So, an internet search can easily locate the photos I sold to 

the Cornell Arboretum or offered for sale on my website. They can easily deny me coverage. 

Furthermore, the insurance company wanted me to get an appraisal for my 500mm f/4 lens. 

Enter the North American Nature Photographers Association, NANPA.   Member benefits include 

insurance with no exception for professional photographers.  It is through CHUBB and has been 

economical and easy.  If during the year I change gear, I send a revised list.  No hassle.  At the annual 

renewal, the changes are folded in the fee.  No appraisal either. 

There are other benefits including a regular offering of webinars.  I viewed two webinars by Greg Miller 

before recommending the webinar highlighted in this newsletter.   I've done many other webinars.  All 

are excellent.  They offer member programs in places like  Upper Peninsula Michigan, Great Smoky 

Mountains, and Chincoteague, all at reasonable rates.  My last Alaska trip was through a member.  

Here's a link: http://www.nanpa.org/   It is not for everyone in CNP, but consider the possibility.  It's 

been good for me. 

Paul Schmitt 

 

 

Please Note 
  

Membership is $20 for new and 
existing members. For existing 
members it is due in September. 
You may pay at our next meeting, 
or, if preferred, you can mail it to 
Nancy Ridenour at 346 Warren 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850. Thank 
you. 
 

 
 
Membership is $20, due each 
currently. You may pay at our next 
meeting, or, if preferred, you mail 
it to Nancy Ridenour at 346 
Warren Road, Ithaca, NY 14850.  
 

  
Thank you! 
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Nancy Ridenour 

 
  

 


