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Our July meeting offers members the opportunity to share their best three images of this year's 

bountiful wildflower display.   Note:  Due to the July 4th holiday, we will meet a week later on July 11.  

We  will be using a new process for sharing images.  When you arrive, please give your flash drive to 

Brian to transfer images into a subfolder with your name on it.   During our sharing,  we will not spend 

time bringing our media up to the podium.   Thanks to Gretel Pelto for suggesting a faster process.    

There are two activities on our summer calendar.  On July 3 we will meet by the fountains at Ithaca 

College to photograph the fireworks display at dusk.   Sundown is at 8:49 pm on July 3.  Hope to see you 

there.  Wish for good weather, accept what we get.  For details see:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

https://cayuganaturephotographers.org/news/ 

Our August meeting on Aug. 1 will have a presentation/discussion of close-up photography.  As a follow-

up, we will have with an activity on August 2 or 3 to practice skills.  Our September meeting will  include 

a webinar on the types of light.  Mark your calendar. 

Devan Accardo offered two engaging programs in June.  She began with a well-organized  talk on the 
decisions involved in creating a website.  See a summary on page 2.  On creative theme, Devan shared 
images from a recent trip to Hawaii. See page 3.   

 

Thursday, July 11 at 7:30 PM 

Cornell Plant Science Building, 

Whetzel Seminar Room (Rm.404) 
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Devan Accardo  sent out the complete of slides of her material attached to a June 13 email to all 

members.  It offers excellent guidance for topics including  purchasing a domain,  picking a platform and 

organizing the site.   There is a summary of several websites including pros/cons , plus fees linked to 

varying degrees of customization.  There is no reason to repeat that.  It is far more helpful to highlight 

areas where a fruitful discussion occurred.   

First was the decision on whether the site highlights a single area of photography, such as commercial 

wedding photography, personal travel or, perhaps, bird photography.   While it is tempting to group all 

of  your varied interests into separate portfolios in a single website, the argument can be made that it 

confuses visitors who are looking for just one of those themes.  Merging professional and avocational 

themes may not be  wise.   For example, if you are highlighting academic research in plant  biology, 

images of  pets, bicycle touring, and local high school sports might not serve your professional  interests.  

If, however, you just want a platform to offer  images covering your varied interests from gardening to 

amateur equestrian meets, then the portfolio approach might make sense. 

A second view of this is to consider the cost to benefit ratio.  Websites are not free, nor even cheap.  

When you multiply their monthly fee by twelve, the annual fee more accurately tells the cost.   If you are 

looking for professional gain through making connections and building reputation,  a single subject  

keeps all  traffic in focus with your interest.   If you are motivated by putting you results out to the 

broadest audience, a multi-portfolio may work.   Are there other avenues to meet that goal? 

Mike Goldstein also commented that social media sites like Snapchat, Facebook and Instagram can serve 

to build traffic to your website.  (I've seen traffic to my blog rise every time I share an image from a new 

blog on Facebook with a link to the blog.  Editor ) 

So, the bottom line in the discussion is to understand clearly what your purpose is in creating one or 

more sites, and what will it cost you per year for each website.  Would a free blog site get your photos 

out to friends efficiently?  If you are intending to sell photos to contestants at local equestrian meets or 

high school track contests, is that where you benefit from a website with a feature to order prints in a 

range of sizes and framing?   

Devan,  thank you for this extremely useful  program.    
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Devan Accardo made trip to Hawaii with family earlier this year.   Not counting travel time, she had four 

days to mix family time with photography.   This often means rising early in the morning to photograph 

while others are sleeping, and either retiring a little early in evening or becoming sleep deprived.  

There is time for the large landscapes with a nice framing foreground ,  a middle view of ocean waves 

and massive bluffs crowned by high clouds. 
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On family travel, the camera also needs to include family activities like one's spouse fishing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, Devan got creative with what might be captioned as "the Jive Jumping Six".  How'd she do it? 
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The secret was PhotoShop.  Here's her final image explained. 

 

It's a very strong use of PhotoShop layers.  Excellent! 

 

 

 

Our September meeting will feature a webinar by master landscape photographer Greg Miller,  titled  

Understanding Light to Make Better Landscape Photos.  Greg is located in the Hudson River valley 

north of New York City. He will be connected to us live, and will entertain your questions as the webinar 

proceeds.   I have participated in two live webinars by Greg, and I am sure that this one will be of great 

interest as autumn approaches in September.  Here is a link to Greg's website of inspiring photos that 

will underscore my enthusiasm for this presentation to our group. 

https://www.gregmillerphotography.com/index 

Don't miss this meeting! 

Paul Schmitt  

September Webinar 

https://www.gregmillerphotography.com/index
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Please Note 
  

Membership is $20 for new and 
existing members. For existing 
members, it is due in September. 
You may pay at our next meeting, 
or, if preferred, you can can mail it 
to Nancy Ridenour at 346 Warren 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850. Thank 
you. 
 

 
 
Membership is $20, due each 
currently. You may pay at our next 
meeting, or, if preferred, you mail 
it to Nancy Ridenour at 346 
Warren Road, Ithaca, NY 14850.  
 

  
Thank you! 
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