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In November, our sharing theme is Hard Light. One source offered:

The brightest time of the day produces a hard light source. ... images taken around noon
have strong colors that stand out. This type of light is used for contrast, as it creates
more shadow.
Many -nearly all- examples on the internet were
portraits in which there was little texture in the
skin. Most photography strives for texture
which often makes the scene memorable. Here
is a photo taken in Buttermilk State Park
recently. The hard light coming in from the
upper right reduced the textures significantly. It
will be interesting to see what our creative skills
bring to share on this theme.
Our meeting will also feature a discussion, zoom
versus prime lenses, and Paul Schmitt's brown
bear and whale photos from Alaska. Also note on page 5, you will find a refresher on the value of
pursuing intimate landscapes.

October Sharing ________2
The Intimate Landscape .....5

Thursday, November 1 at 7:30 PM
Cornell Plant Science Building,
Whetzel Seminar Room (Rm.404)
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Sharing - Personal Projects
Our best photography happens when we are photographing something in which we have a strong
interest. That makes perfect sense. The images brought in October from personal projects showed the
wide range of interests that members follow, and the substance confirmed how the output excels.
Jim Lassoie shared an image from a
family trip retracing the Oregon Trail.
In his project, he picked one image
each day that made an impression on
him. The photo on the right inspired
the following reflection:
Regardless of your motivation or state
of mind when leaving Independence,
Missouri, there was a good chance that
your earthly remains would add to the
accumulation of grave sites along the
route at a rate averaging about 10 per
mile. Despite Hollywood’s portrayal of
the danger of being dispatched by
‘savages’, most folks drown, shot
themselves or one another, fell under
their wagons and/or mules, starved,
froze, or succumbed to a variety of
diseases, childbirth, or just old age.
Cholera seemed to be especially
popular due to the lack of bottled
water and frequent rest areas. Native
peoples along the ORT were at first
peaceful and even helpful until they
figured out that Cholera was just the
start of their problems with these
emigrants looking to civilize the
western frontier where they happened to be living. One can imagine that the old, women and children,
and the frail perished disproportionally, and that most faded into history in hastily dug unmarked
graves. Some warranted family/friends pausing long enough to carve stone markers, but many now only
convey incomplete stories of their birth, somewhere, and death along the ORT. Others are lost to
history.
Wow!
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Kathleen Rasmussen is known
to us for her love of flower
gardening. Her personal
project is a continuing effort to
portray the beauty she finds
both in her garden and in those
she visits on her travels. This is
an image of a Matilija poppy
that she found in the Mildred
Mathias Botanical Garden at
the UCLA Westwood campus.
Beautiful!

The display of personal
projects continued with
an image from Gretel
Pelto. She seems to see
where others are just
looking. This intriguing
image captures window
reflections of a street
scene. There are people,
cars, and a fence with a
bit of window frame to
tell us it is a reflection.
The viewer is engaged
actively to explore and
gain understanding of
the scene.

Very nice.
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Devan Accardo shared images from a trip to Zion National Park. Each time a photographer travels, a
photo project is easily created. The signature scenery of the park is often massive. It becomes a
challenge to
convey the scale.
Here is an image
in which her
husband offers
the personal
touch that puts
the Narrows into
perspective.
This is a notable
example to learn
from.

Anne Thompson is also well-traveled. In
the remote Shetland Islands, she was able
to get extremely close to Atlantic Puffins. It
is unusual to find puffins that accept
human presence. The result was magical.
Colors are excellent - red ( well, orange),
green and blue. The head postures of both
birds are engaging. There is just no clutter
to distract the viewer.
Is it okay to feel a little jealous of Anne?
Probably.
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Brian Chabot also has a love of flowers which
includes one that was just past its prime. This
delicate autumn crocus, sparkling with raindrops,
still can be appreciated. The little flower is small
and close to the ground, so Brian wisely got
down low to shoot this portrait. Consider the
first image shared by Jim Lassoie. His gravestone
shows the passage of time as does this one. It
challenges the idea that each subject has to be
presented at its peak. That is a good lesson that
could be carried into a new project.

Finally, Paul Schmitt pursued a project of
exploring the many forms offered this fall
by our abundant fungi "bloom". This odd
example matches nothing found in
standard mushroom guidebooks. It has
provoked the reaction of "ET, call home".
We can see that personal projects bring
out a wide range of results, all of which
carry importance to the photographer
creator. This inspires creativity.
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Picture this - you are at Watkins Glen State Park on a
beautiful Sunday. There is good water in the gorge. At the
first amphitheater, a photography club is beginning to
explore the sights. All eight are lined up at the overlook
facing Cavern Cascade. Not one of them is looking below or
behind, nor to either side. All will go home with some
version of the same photo at left. I did some version of the
same drop for many years. Standing above them, I took to
heart a seminar I attended on finding intimate landscapes. I
looked behind them, and downstream.

I came home with something new and fresh.
When I shared this, the question was "where did
you find this?" Isn't this what you want to
regularly achieve? It is for me.
In writing our newsletter, I regularly see the best
images moving into intimate scenes. This
newsletter has good examples. It seems to me
that once I abandoned trying to capture the
entire scene in one image, I opened the door.
Last week, I took two grandsons up to Watkins
Glen. They were only seeing the big features, so I
began to point out small plants growing on the
bare walls of the gorge. It worked! They began
to photograph the small features.
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Recently I returned to Buttermilk State Park. I saw the
same concentration on the big views. Right at the top
edge of the lower falls, I found a nice little landscape. Not
one other photographer took any interest in what I was
seeing.
Even though I see abundant evidence that our members
regularly create intimate landscapes, it usually bears fruit
to refresh our understanding, so here are some links to
visit with suggestions for this creative approach.
Thanks for your interest.

The Forgotten Intimate Landscape by T. Till
https://artwolfe.com/2010/05/26/in-praise-of-the-intimate-landscape-guy-tal/
https://improvephotography.com/51468/top-10-tips-for-photographing-intimate-landscapes/
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Please Note

Newsletter
Editor:

Paul Schmitt

Membership is $20, due currently.
You may pay at our next meeting,
or, if preferred, you mail it to
Nancy Ridenour at 346 Warren
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850.

Keep updated
at:

cayugaphotographers.wordpress.com

CNP
President:

Brian Chabot

Thank you!

CNP V-P,
Programs:

Adam Baker

Webmaster:

Mike Goldstein

Treasurer &
Membership:

Nancy Ridenour
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